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Adrenaline Rushes

Skydiving, bungee jumping, scary movies and climbing onto the back of 2,000
pounds of mad hamburger are just a few ways that some people get adrenaline rushes.
Sometimes, a person doesn’t have to attempt a possibly dangerous activity, such as riding
a bull, in order to get an adrenaline rush. Trying to buy an item at auction can get one’s
heart pumping and blood flowing just because you don’t know where it will stop. Simply
put, going once, going twice...SOLD will get your adrenaline rushing through your
veins.

Show animal auctions seem to cause people to lose their minds. The anticipation
of waiting for that “great one” to come into the ring starts the process. Questions begin to
race through your mind as the auctioneer starts his chant. Questions like who else is
bidding? Am Iin or out? Is he really worth that much? Your mind spins, your heart
pounds and the gavel falls. SOLD! At this point, one more question crosses some male
buyer’s minds. How do I hide this from the wife?

Auctions are exciting. The thought of finding the right one or even finding a
bargain make auctions fun. But does one have to be sitting in a crowd with an auctioneer
calling out the bids in order to feel the adrenaline? Not anymore.

Nowadays, many people are buying livestock from their desk chair while sitting
in front of a computer. There are more and more websites offering online auctions.
These auctions work just like the world’s most popular online auction--EBay. Most of us
have either bought, sold or tried to buy something on EBay. There is still plenty of

adrenaline, because we are sitting, watching the screen, while also watching the clock



timer countdown to the close of the auction all while hoping nobody bids at the last
second. As the EBay ads say, “It’s better when you win it. Shop victoriously.”

Fueled by the popularity of EBay, livestock entrepreneurs quickly realized that it
was possible to auction livestock online. On March 18, 2004, the internet site known as
showpig.com was the first to host an online show pig sale. Three years later, the same
website had hosted fifty online auctions. According to Katie Brattain, who is the online
auction coordinator for showpig.com, they already have twenty-five auctions scheduled
before June 1 of this year. She states, “The numbers of sales that we host have doubled
every year. Online auctions are definitely becoming an important way to market
livestock.”

Online livestock auctions have several advantages over traditional marketing
options. The first, and most obvious advantage, is your product is seen by a larger and
more diverse group of buyers. Not only is your auction advertised on the website, but the
auction hosting company will also list your auction in print media as well as send out an
e-blast, which is an e-mail flier that is sent to a large group of people that have an interest
in your sale. Another important feature of the online auction is the hosting company
handles all of the bill collections. This is made easier by use of a credit card. In order to
become a registered bidder, a buyer must register online using a valid credit card. This
feature ensures that all sales will be paid in full. No more hearing that the check is in the
mail or needing a baseball glove to catch the check when it bounces. However, a buyer
doesn’t have to pay with a credit card unless they choose to do so. If they want to pay by

check, they have a set number of days to send payment. And if the check isn’t good, the



balance will be billed to the valid credit card. One check with a complete invoice is sent
to the seller.

Now what happens, if you don’t have time to sit at the computer and watch the
auction? The online auction has a maximum bid feature. The bidder can type in the
maximum that they want to spend and the computer will bid for them. And yes, you can
change you maximum if you want to. This just makes it easier for the buyer. However,
most people that are bidding will be glued to their computer at closing time, waiting,
adrenaline fueling their desire to type in that last winning bid.

Of course, there are issues with on an online auction that you don’t have at a live
auction. According to Julie Milligan, owner/operator of Bold Move Media, “Some
people just don’t understand the importance of a good picture.” Bold Move Media has
hosted numerous show pig, bred gilt and show goat sales. She adds, “A good picture of a
good animal will spark a buyer’s interest and make them drive to look at the animal and
make sure that it really is worth their money. A poor picture of a good animal will not
add any new buyer interest. Only those that have actually seen the animal will be
bidding.” Basically, a good picture will add interest. A-poor picture won’t do you any
good. Speaking from personal experiences, a picture is worth a thousand dollars. .. I
mean a thousand words.

At this point in time, it is mostly show animals that are being sold in online
auctions. However, there are several bull sales and horse sales that are held online in
conjunction with a live auction. But it was less than thirteen years ago that tﬁe first item
sold on EBay was a broken laser pointer. Now, EBay has over 222 million registered

users. Bidding by phone and video auctions was once considered a radical idea. Online



auctions will become more popular as more and more people will be using iPhones and

blackberries.

Let’s just hope that someday, someone is not bidding via their iPhone while

driving. That is an adrenaline rush that none of us need.

Thank you.



Bibliography
Brattain, Katie, Online Auction Coordinator for Showpig.com, telephone interview.
14 Dec. 2007.
"Buying Your Show Pigs Online" Ringside Fall 2007: 80-81.

"EBay Fast Facts." EBay Media Center. 22 Jan. 2008 retrieved from
<http://news.ebay.com>.

Hunker, Roger. “Internet Buying Tips Courtesy of Roger Hunker.” Ringside
Fall 2007: 82

Milligan, Julie, Owner and Operator of Bold Move Media, telephone interview.
17 Dec. 2007.

"Online Auction Tips." The Wendt Group, Inc. 14 Dec. 2007 retrieved from
<http://www.thewendtgroup.com/Auction/Auction Tips>.

Vergano, Dan. "On EBay, It Pays to Snipe." USA Today 06 June 2006. 12 Dec. 2007
retrieved from <http://www.usatoday.com>.




Speaker Certification

State Public Speaking Career Development Event
Oklahoma FFA Association

I hereby certify that I meet all the eligibility requirements for participation in the state

FFA public speaking event for the current year as set forth by the State Executive Committee

and State Staff.
My speech entitled Adrenaline Rushes
in the Ag Business division is the result of my own effort and ability.

It is understood that I am encouraged to utilize all available training facilities of my local
school in developing my speaking abilities and that I may obtain facts and working data
from any source. However, when information from other sources is used, such as direct
quotes or phrases, specific dates, figures, or other materials, it must be marked in “quotes” in
the manuscript and identified in the bibliography at the end of the manuscript. Failure to do
so represents plagiarism and will automatically lead to my disqualification.

April 16, 2008 Vilo Wl —

Date Participant’s Full Signature

JUetr L £

Local Advisor’s Signature

IMPORTANT: Attach a copy of the Speaker Certification sheet to the back of each manuscript.

24



